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Financial Status

Stewardship Services

As of December 31, 2021 Moravians have
$206,902,460 under investment through
MMFA. It’s the largest amount in the foundation’s
history. These assets represent your collective
endowments, trusts, scholarship funds, donor
advised funds, gift annuities, pensions and
various other investment accounts — all invested
for the glory and furtherment of the kingdom of
our Chief Elder, Jesus Christ.

MMFA is happy to provide stewardship services
to Moravian congregations and communities of
faith at no charge. These services are funded by
Moravian investors in the Common Fund, who
keep their investment fees within the church. The
goals of these services are to form faithful and
generous stewards and help develop holistic and
sustainable approaches to stewardship.
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MMFA Team: Laura, Catherine, Chris,
Vince, Valerie, and Libby.

MMFA oversaw $8,971,256.44 in distributions for
2021 represented by the above pie chart. When
looking at MMFA’s controlled funds, our foundation
stewarded $591,740.85 in distributions to ministry
for 2021.

For more information contact:
Chris Spaugh
336-725-2589
cspaugh@mmfa.info
mmfa.info

Our mission is to help individuals,
churches, and agencies grow and
sustain the ministries that are
central to our Moravian faith.

When considering the $8.9M that flowed out of
MMFA in 2021, 54% of these distributions were
issued to Moravian congregations or provinces in
the United States to support the ongoing work
of individual, local churches directly through the
church or province. Global mission work received
12% of the funds. These gifts funded mostly
Moravian global ministries through the Board of
World Mission, Unity Women’s Desk, Armando
Rusindo Ministry Foundation, and others.

Many of our online offerings were geared towards
exploring how our identity as God’s stewards
impacts every aspect of our lives, from our
relationship with money to how we spend our time,
use our gifts, and care for others and creation.
An attendee of our Steward Sparks bible study
said, “These conversations have meant so much.
We don’t talk about stewardship enough at my
church so I had a lot to learn. The pastors and
Laura taught us so much. I now view stewardship
as a joyful opportunity to reflect God’s generosity
and love for us to the world.”
In addition to virtual events, we helped ten
congregations with:
• Expanding their understanding of stewardship
• Developing impact stories
• Focusing on intentional strategies to encourage
planned gifts
• Creating materials such as bulletin inserts,
letters, and newsletter articles
• Reimaging the offering
Finally, we brought stewardship messages during
worship to two congregations, led a four-week
bible study in two congregations, and taught
Sunday School in two congregations.

119 Brookstown Avenue, Suite 305
Winston-Salem, NC 27101
336-725-2589
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In 2021, we continued to limit in-person events and
meetings in preference to virtual offerings, including:
• Three stewardship webinars
• One year-long bible study series
• One five-day stewardship conference that included
nine sessions. Moravians from 23 congregations
and three different countries participated.
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Gift Planning

Margie Lamb, chair of Friends of Moravian Prison Ministry,
and The Rev. Jeff Carter, chaplain for Forsyth Jail and Prison
Ministry, received a grant from the Prison Ministry Field of
Interest Fund.

Investment Management
Last year, we opened 20 new accounts representing
new and existing MMFA donors or investors who
put additional money in the Moravian Common
Fund. New accounts include:
• Two Churches (first-time investors)
• One Agency (first-time investor)
• One Donor Advised Fund (donor will make
future grants to ministry areas of their choice)
• Three Perpetual Funds — (part of long-term
plans to benefit ministry forever)
• One Field of Interest Fund (new grant making area)
• Seven additional church accounts for existing
investors
• Two additional agency accounts for existing
investors
• Two new Charitable Unitrusts
• One Designated Fund
Collectively, investors deposited $8.83 million of
additional funds into the Common Fund in 2021.
2021 was a year of unexpected things in the
investment arena. Who would have thought after
widespread economic shutdowns, that markets would
soar to new highs. Our investment pools returned
between 6.2% to 13.3% for investors in 2021.

Faithful stewards give to God during their lifetimes,
and it is critically important that they have a
lasting plan to help sustain the future of ministry.
“My father had seen inner-city life in Yonkers and
Queens, N.Y., and he always loved giving city kids
the chance to get out into the country,” recalls
Steve Ganss, whose Donor Advised Fund in
memory of his father Ed, supports Moravian
causes. Please read our stories about Moravians
who are dedicated to the future of ministry and
who have made plans to deliver on that
dedication. Do you need to update your financial
or estate plan? MMFA can help! Call Chris Spaugh
(336-725-2589) for a free consultation or to have
your questions answered today.
MMFA completed its second full year in partnership
with PG Calc for Gift Planning content and functionality.
You can more easily identify your best giving options
and use online calculators through our website to
help estimate your possible returns, deductions, etc.
A new online estate planning guide helps you
organize information about your assets and planned
gifts to Moravian congregations and ministries.
If your church or agency wants to get serious about
gift planning and talking to members or volunteers
about ways to support ministry, MMFA can help you
develop and lead your own program. Look at our
new Gift Planning brochure on mmfa.info. We will
be distributing copies of this to congregational and
agency leaders this spring. If we do not talk to our
members and volunteers about ways to support
our ongoing work, no one else will.
A grant from the Environmental Stewardship
Field of Interest Fund helped Union Cross
Moravian Church leadership go solar.

The Giving Portal:
Even More Valuable in 2021
The Moravian Giving Portal, first introduced In
August 2019, continued to be an important and
timely alternative to physically passing the plate.
Many congregations normalized virtual worship,
even as congregations began to return to limited
in-person worship. Virtual worship overcame
mobility and distance barriers to worship for
some parishioners, and the Giving Portal enabled
giving from a distance as well.
In July, MMFA began covering the card processing
fees, so congregations and agencies now receive
the full amount of the donors’ gifts. Some
congregations had been paying for third-party
online giving services independently and saved
money by embracing the Giving Portal instead.
In 2021 MMFA received and processed 2,707 electronic
gifts, totaling 556,073.66, through the Giving Portal
(compared to $462,209.45 in 2020).
The Rev. Christie
Melby-Gibbons
and The Rev.
Gregory Behrend
received grants
for ministry.
Also pictured:
Sylvie Hauser
and Eli Brown.

Grant Funding to Moravian
Ministry Tripled in 2021
Your foundation made more than $30k in grants
to Moravian congregations, agencies, and
ministries in 2021 (compared to $10k in 2020,
which was the first year the foundation made
grants). The number of grant recipients increased
from 16 in 2020 to 20 in 2021.
The number of Field of Interest Funds that make
grants also increased with the addition of the
Environmental Stewardship, Prevention of
Violence Against Women, and Racial Awareness,
Equity, & Reconciliation funds. Our goal in
establishing additional funds is to tap into the
passions and generosity of more Moravians.

2021 Grant Recipients
• Armando Rusindo
Mission Foundation
• Board of World
Mission
• Central Moravian
Church
• The Dwelling
• East Hills Moravian
Church
• Friends of Moravian
Prison Ministry
• Grace Moravian
Church, NC
• Grace Moravian
Church, NY
• John Hus Moravian
Church

• Laurel Ridge
• Macedonia Moravian
Preschool
• Moravian Open Door
• New Beginnings
Moravian Church
• Sunnyside Ministry
• Union Cross
Moravian Church
Thrift Store
• Unity Women’s Desk
• West Side Moravian
Church, WI
• You Belong

Notable Accomplishments
• In 2021, MMFA led the Moravian Church in
America’s first ever Moravian Day of Giving
campaign. The one-day event resulted in $80k
in 200 online gifts. 70 of the gifts came from
first-time donors.
• We made significant improvements to our
website, adding a search feature, simplifying
navigation, and improving the user experience
with screen-friendly brochures. We also took
Search Engine Optimization (SEO) actions to
show up in more internet searches.
• MMFA broadened its Environmental, Social,
Governance (ESG) offerings with an additional
investment option.

A Look Ahead
MMFA will continue to serve and develop
the relationships we already have with
increased focus in 2022, while meeting the
needs of all current and future Moravians.
Please call us to help with stewardship,
church/agency investment management or
your individual planning needs today.

